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PAGE 01 BAMAKO 00678 101002 Z 

13 

ACTION AF-18 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 AID-20 EB-11 NSC-10 RSC-01 CIEP-02 

SAL-01 SS-14 STR-08 OMB-01 CEA-02 T-03 L-03 CIAE-00 

COME-OO FRB-02 INR-09 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 XMB-07 OPIC-12 

EUR-25 RSR-01 DODE-OO PA-03 USIA-12 PRS-01 /167 W 

019568 

R 091800 Z MAR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
TO AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
SECSTATE WASHDC 6759 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BAMAKO 0678 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, ML 

SUBJECT: WEST AFRICAN ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
REF: OUAGADOUGOU 407 ( NOTAL) 

WHILE MALIANS ACKNOWLEDGE POSSIBILITY OF SLIPPAGE OF ABIDJAN 
CONFERENCE TO APRIL, MOST ARE FAIRLY FIRM IN BELIEF THAT IT WILL 
BE HELD WITH NEXT FEW MONTHS. WHILE THEIR PREFERENCE SINCE LAST 
JUNE' S SUMMIT CONTINUES TO BE FOR BROADEST POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION 
IN CEAO, MALIANS ARE NEVERTHELESS REALISTIC AND ARE PHILOSOPHICAL 
IN BELIEVING THAT IF BASIC CORE IS ESTABLISHED, OTHER NATIONS 
MAY JOIN LATER. ONE SPECIFIC GOAL FOR MALIANS ALL ALONG, OF 
COURSE, HAS BEEN IVORIAN PARTICIPATION. IF THIS ACHIEVED, AND 
IVORIAN ASSISTANCE TO LAND- LOCKED MEMBERS IS FORTHCOMING, 

MUCH ALREADY WILL BE GAINED FROM MALIAN POINT OF VIEW. RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN MAURITANIA AND MALIAN APPRECIATION OF NIGERIAN 
SITUATION VIS A VIS LAGOS FOSTER OUR BELIEVE THAT MALIANS 
ARE WILLING, IF THEY MUST, TO GO THROUGH ON CEAO WITH ( INITIAL) 
PARTICIPATION LIMITED TO SENEGAL, IVORY COAST, UPPER VOLTA, 

AND MALI. DECONTROL SEPTEMBER 9, 1973. 
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